
2023 PADLS Animal Health & Diagnostic Hybrid Conference 

             PA Farm Show Complex & Expo Center           |        Commonwealth room 

December 11, 2023 

                                                                   AGENDA 

Welcome: Deputy Secretary Lisa Graybill 

10:00 –  10:15 State of Animal Health  
 Alex Hamberg, VMD, PhD, State Veterinarian and Director, Animal Health and Diagnostic Services             
10:15 –  10:35 Emergency response: State resources and NAHLN  
                           Erin Luley, VMD, MPH, DACVP, Assistant Director Animal Health and Diagnostic Services 
10:35 –  10:55      Is it FMD (pigs)?  

     Paul Pitcher, DVM, MS, Regional VMO, District 1, USDA-APHIS, Veterinary Services 
10:55 –  11:00      Break 
11:00 –  11:20      Poultry disease and biosecurity  

 Kayla Neil, DVM, MS, Assistant Clinical Professor, Penn State College of Agriculture Sciences 
11:20 –  11:40 Rabies  
                           Heather Palm, DVM, Veterinary Medical Field Officer Region 1, PDA 
11:40 – 12: 00      Canine Brucellosis  

     Danielle Ward, DVM, Dog Law veterinarian, PDA 
 

12:00 –  12:40      Lunch Break 
 
12:40  –   1:10       Tick borne diseases. 

     Betsy Schroeder, DVM, PhD, MPH, DACVPM, PA Department of Health 
 1:10  –    1:30       Salmonellosis   
         Nagaraja Thirumalapura, BVSc, PhD, DACVM, Microbiology Manager, PVL 
 1:30  –    1:50       Calf Health and One Health  

       Hayley Springer, DVM, MS, Extension Veterinarian and Research Associate, Penn State College of 
       Agriculture Sciences 

  1:50  –   2:00        Break 
  2:00  –   2:15       PADLS new tests/panels 
         Deepanker Tewari, BVSc, PhD, DACVM Lab Director, PVL 
  2:15   –  2:25       PADLS Portal 

      Mr. Brian Fleeger, BS, Information Technology, PVL and  
      Mr. Matt Sweger, BS, Client Services Manager, PVL 

  2:25 –    3.00       Interesting cases – (10-12 minutes each) 
➢ Theileria orientlis infection  in cattle, Dane Rahoi DVM, DACVP, Assistant Clinical Professor, 

Penn State University 
➢ Take a Deep Breath, Ewe’ll be Fine: Ovine Respiratory Disease, Nathan Helgert, VMD, Assistant 

Professor University of Pennsylvania School of Veterinary Medicine 
➢ Equine Neurologic Disease, Jolie Demchur, VMD, DACVP Assistant Professor University of 

Pennsylvania School of Veterinary Medicine 
 

    3:00  –  3:30      Questions/Closing 

Moderators:  Deep Tewari, BVSc, PhD, DACVM Lab Director PVL; Lore Boger, VMD, MS, DACVP Pathology Manager, 
PVL; Christina Foutz, DVM, MPH, DACVP, Pathologist, PVL 

Organized in conjunction with Department of Veterinary and Biomedical Sciences, Pennsylvania State University 


